
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN RURAL COLLEGES 
Survey of Role, Involvement and Barriers 

 
Economic Development Role and Scope 
 
1.  Does your college’s Mission Statement include its role and scope in local/regional 
economic development? 
 Yes   No 
Comment: 
 
2. What is your understanding of what your college’s role in economic development 
should be? To what extent is your college fulfilling that role? 
 
3. Is your college part of a regional economic development plan that has been 
developed by a leadership group in your service area? 
 Yes   No 
Explain: 
 
Economic Development Involvement 
 
4.  Does your college have personnel responsible for workforce and/or economic 
development efforts? 
 Yes   No 
 
5.  If yes, list personnel by name, title, and contact information.  Describe in what 
capacity they are involved. 
 Name   Title    Contact 
 
 
6. Does your college have representation on local/regional economic development 
councils, workforce development boards, or other bodies responsible for economic 
development leadership? 
 Yes   No 
Comment: 
 
 
7. If yes, list all local economic development boards and councils with which your 
college does business.? 
 
 
8. What kind of training does your college provide for economic development in your 
college’s service area? 
 
 
9. To how many rural communities in your service area (pop. <20,000) are you 
delivering workforce development/education programs or courses?  List these 
communities and their populations. 
 
 



 
Economic Development Issues and Barriers 
 
10. Do you have difficulty assessing and meeting labor market needs in your service 
area? 
 Yes   No 
Comment: 
 
 
11. What kind of training is needed in your college service area for economic 
development leadership, including board members, executive directors and assistants? 
 
 
 
12. What problems do you encounter in facilitating training for economic development 
initiatives? 
 
 
 
13. Who does research for data involving economic development in your college service 
area? What kind of information are they able to provide? 
 
 
 
 
14. What resources on a statewide/national level are available to you to support 
economic development efforts and regional workforce development programs?  Have 
you ever made use of these resources?  If so, how?  If not, why not?  
 
 
 
15. What other concerns or barriers do you face at your college that inhibits your full 
participation in local/regional economic development efforts or restricts your ability to 
accomplish your mission? 
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